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Good morning, everyone! Today is a big milestone for us as a church family. Today we 
are celebrating our fourth anniversary. And as I sat and thought about that this past 
week a couple words came to mind: The first one is thankful — when we started this 
thing, we knew that a lot of church plants don’t make it, and most of the time the three 
to four year mark is the bar that a church has to get over in order to make it. And so I’m 
just thankful to be here, especially after the year we had last year. I’m thankful. And 
second, I’m expectant — we’re not only “making it by” as a church; we are thriving! 
And honestly I just see God’s blessing on us. And if this is what God could build in the 
first four years out of just a few people, imagine what He wants to do in the next four in 
us and through us. 

We are in this vision series where we are unpacking our mission: Joining God in 
personal and city-wide renewal. And we are teaching through our four family values.  

1. Presence: Through Jesus we are invited back into life with God in His presence 
2. Formation: That Jesus would shape the way we live our lives more than 

anything else in the world  
3. Equipping: That we would all be able to identify and walk in our unique spiritual 

gifting  

And today we focus in on our fourth and final value - which is so appropriate on the 
fourth anniversary of our church,  

4. Mission: That we would live lives marked by sacrificial mission for the renewal of 
others  

I said to the staff on Monday that if I don’t ruin this passage with my own idiocy and 
long-windedness, we might just change the world. It is so good and just a word that I 
want to mark our church as we press into the future.  

Now, let me give a bit of a disclaimer: if you are joining us and you are exploring faith 
in Jesus and maybe wouldn’t yet consider yourself a Christian, I am going to be 
speaking primarily to those of us who are following Jesus today. But that doesn’t mean 
you need to tune out. In fact I think it might be really intriguing to you because today 
we are going to talk about how not to be self-centered hypocrites. You know, its 
interesting because what we will see as we dive into our Bible passage is that what 
most people hate about the church — hypocrisy, our propensity to say we believe one 
thing and live self-centered lives — God actually hates, too. This is the heartbeat of 



what we see in Isaiah 58. So, here is the big idea of this passage: God is repulsed by 
religious activity without sacrificial mission. Let’s dive in. 

Isaiah, the guy who wrote this book of the Bible, was a prophet called to speak on 
behalf of God to the people. So God would speak to Isaiah and then Isaiah would 
speak to the people. And in verse 1, we see God talking to Isaiah asking him to 
confront his people because God is not happy with them. 

1“Cry out loudly, don’t hold back! Raise your voice like a trumpet. Tell my 
people their transgression and the house of Jacob their sins.  

Isaiah 58:1  (CSB) 

The people have sin and transgression among them that God isn’t happy with… so 
what is it? 

2 They seek me day after day and delight to know my ways, like a nation 
that does what is right and does not abandon the justice of their God. 
They ask me for righteous judgments; they delight in the nearness of 
God.” 3 “Why have we fasted, but you have not seen? We have denied 
ourselves, but you haven’t noticed!”  

Isaiah 58:2-3a  (CSB) 

We see a list of a bunch of seemingly good religious activity: seeking God, delighting 
to know his ways, delighting in the nearness of God, they are fasting. But notice this in 
verse 3 — they say “We are fasting and denying ourselves and praying, but God isn’t 
noticing. God we’re doing all the right and good religious activity, but you’re not 
working in our lives. What up?”  

God responds:  

“Look, you do as you please on the day of your fast, and oppress all 
your workers. 4 You fast with contention and strife to strike viciously with 
your fist. You cannot fast as you do today, hoping to make your voice 
heard on high.  

Isaiah 58:3b-4  (CSB) 

In other words, God says “All of your religious activity is marked by self-centeredness, 
me first-ness, what can I get out of it-ness.” And then God asks kind of a sarcastic, 
rhetorical question:  



5 Will the fast I choose be like this: A day for a person to deny himself, 
to bow his head like a reed, and to spread out sackcloth and ashes? Will 
you call this a fast and a day acceptable to the Lord?  

Isaiah 58:5  (CSB) 

So I want you to see this wild reality at play here. These people are doing a bunch of 
religious activity and God calls it transgression and sin in his eyes. He’s repulsed by it. 
It’s not pleasing to Him. We bring it into 2021 and this would be like us going to 
church, reading our Bibles, praying, fasting, showing up to Wednesday prayer, 
practicing the sabbath, tithing 10%, serving on a serve-team, being in a Community 
Group, and then us standing back and saying, “Why am I not seeing the fruit of God’s 
blessing in my life? Why am I doing all of this religious activity and there is not change 
or renewal in my life?” This is what the people are asking in verse 3.  

And then God answers and says “Yeah, all of that is sin and transgression in my eyes 
because you’ve done it all for yourself. Its been marked by personal gain and 
consumption and critique and infighting and gossip and I just don’t bless that kind of 
thing.”  Its all been self-centered religious activity.  The point is that there is a kind of 
religious activity that seems good to us, but is actually repulsive to God.  

So the natural question is this: what kind of religious activity is God looking for?  

Well, thankfully God tells us.  

6 Isn’t this the fast I choose? To break the chains of wickedness, to untie 
the ropes of the yoke, to set the oppressed free, and to tear off every 
yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, to bring the poor 
and homeless into your house, to clothe the naked when you see him, 
and not to ignore your own flesh and blood? 

Isaiah 58:6-7 (CSB) 

Folks - God is getting up close and personal with each one of us today and asking, “Is 
that kind of stuff in your life?” The main point of this passage is religious activity 
without sacrificial mission for the good of other people is repulsive to God.  

Over in the NT, this is the point James is making in James 1:27: 

Pure and undefiled religion before God the Father is this: to look after 
orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself unstained from 
the world.  (CSB) 



Let’s talk about what Jesus says. In Mark 12:31 he says that the second most important 
command in the Bible after loving God is this this, Love your neighbor as yourself. And 
what is love? Its not only a feeling or emotion — Jesus shows us what love is on the 
cross. Love is sacrifice (welcome to christianity); love is laying down our own comfort 
and security and lives for the good of someone else. That’s what it means to love our 
neighbor. The pastor Scott Sauls says “Jesus did not say, “Deny your neighbor, take up 
your comfort and follow your dreams…”  

What did he say?  

If anyone wants to follow after me, let him deny himself, take up his 
cross, and follow me. 

Matthew 16:24 (CSB) 

Now, that can leave you spinning and feeling really crappy and guilty, so here is some 
grace. God in this passage came to people who had gotten it wrong, and the whole 
passage is him graciously and patiently inviting them back to his way of doing things. 
There is a promise that He makes if we will receive the invitation — if you and I will lean 
into sacrificial mission:   

8 Then your light will appear like the dawn, and your recovery will come 
quickly. Your righteousness will go before you, and the Lord’s glory will 
be your rear guard. 9 At that time, when you call, the Lord will answer; 
when you cry out, he will say, ‘Here I am.’ If you get rid of the yoke 
among you, the finger-pointing and malicious speaking, 10 and if you 
offer yourself to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted one, then your light 
will shine in the darkness, and your night will be like noonday. 11 The 
Lord will always lead you, satisfy you in a parched land, and strengthen 
your bones. You will be like a watered garden and like a spring whose 
water never runs dry.  

Isaiah 58:8-11 (CSB) 

This passage makes me wonder if in some ways God has withheld His presence and 
power and blessing because we have neglected the poor and marginalized. You just 
notice the if/then statements in here: If you press into sacrificial mission, then I will be 
with you and bless you.  

So what do we do? How do we change? Well, we bring back the cycle of renewal: we 
hear, then we trust, and then we obey. 



1.1 Cycle of Renewal 

So for the rest of our time I want to talk about how we can move in the right direction 
on this stuff. To do that I want to give you a little vision for us as a church, and then talk 
about two actions you can take today to step in. 

Church Vision:  
We need to understand that when God speaks of the brokenness of the world in the 
Bible, he is typically is speaking on two levels: the physical level and the spiritual level.  

Jesus is the one who shows us this. If we pay close attention to how Jesus does 
ministry, you see him speaking to and acting on behalf of both physical and spiritual 
pain and brokenness. He physically heals people that are sick, he physically feeds 
people that are hungry. But he also speaks to and acts on the soul-level brokenness as 
well and dies on the cross and is raised from the dead so we might be forgiven of our 
sin and our soul might be cleansed and made new.  

In fact, Jesus often uses physical pain and brokenness as symbols for our spiritual pain 
and brokenness — metaphors like being crippled or being blind. Jesus does this all the 
time. So here is why that is important: as a church, to be faithful we must care about 
both. Think about it this way — God doesn’t just care about our souls, and He doesn’t 
just care about our bodies.. He made us as embodied souls and so we speak and act 
on both fronts as a church. This is how holistic renewal happens. The two terms we will 
use to lead us are the terms social demonstration and gospel proclamation. Mission is 
both of these: so let’s talk about some steps we are taking on both fronts as a church.  



Mission as Social Demonstration: Showing what the Kingdom of God is like by 
working to alleviate physical pain and brokenness now.  

We are primarily going to be pressing into this through our partnership with an 
organization called Send Relief. They focus on five areas of mission as social 
demonstration:  

1. Strengthening Communities  
2. Protection for families and children 
3. Fighting human trafficking  
4. Crisis response  
5. Caring for refugees  

All incredible opportunities to step in - but here is where we need to be realistic: we 
cannot engage all of these well. So we are going to start with two:  

• Protection of Families and Children through foster care and adoption  
• Caring for refugees 

So if you want to take a step in either of those directions the best thing you can do is 
let us know by emailing mission@theheightsdenver.com and we will help you with next 
steps! But if one of those other categories grabs your attention, we have actually 
created a sheet with our recommendations of organizations doing great work in those 
areas, and we encourage to reach out and engage!  

Mission as Gospel Proclamation: Speaking the good news of Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection so that people might turn from sin, be spiritually healed and given eternal 
life.  

For us, the primary way we do that is through you. But we know that that feels really 
intimidating for most of us. So I want to give you a really helpful tool that we are going 
to leverage to help us in this. Right after Easter we are going to be offering a course 
called ALPHA. This is an 11 week course that creates a non-pressured environment to 
explore big questions around faith, life and God. This is something you can jump into if 
you are here at The Heights and exploring Christianity or a place that you can invite a 
friend who is close to you but far from God to explore Christianity. So we will launch 
that the week after Easter!  

Social Demonstration and Gospel Proclamation Together 

mailto:mission@theheightsdenver.com


But on a broader level this is where I want to introduce you to our 20x30 initiative. We 
have a goal of planting twenty new churches by 2030. If you think about the church as 
God’s primary mechanism for social demonstration and gospel proclamation, then the 
best thing we can do for any community is plant a healthy church there. Where the 
Church is, communities should get physically and spiritually better. And so we are 
building out systems right now to help us become really good at multiplying what we 
have done here at The Heights in other communities so we are not just doing religious 
activity but living sacrificial mission. It’s what God loves.  

Now - let’s land the plane with a little action: What can you do. 

This is the question that has really haunted me, and here’s why: because for a lot of us 
we can feel good because we belong to a church that is trying to do this stuff. But 
that’s not the point. Here is the question — “What am I going to do, individually, so 
that this Jesus stuff isn’t just religious activity but is sacrificial mission?”  

I just want to give you an example of how this is playing out in my life and the life of my 
family. Maybe this will be helpful to you. About a year ago God started to show me 
some of this stuff in the Bible, specifically around care for the poor and the 
marginalized, that it seems like every christian should be engaged in it in some 
capacity. And I just looked at our life and if I was honest, it wasn’t there. And so we just 
started by asking some simple questions about what makes the most sense for us, what 
we are passionate about, what breaks our heart when we don’t ignore it but press in. 
What we found was that God was instilling a passion in us and calling on us to enter 
into the adoption process. There are kids, like my baby girls, that need moms and 
dads, and that just rocks me to my core. And so, listen, for me, this is so fresh and I 
don’t know that much about it yet, but we start our training next weekend. And I don’t 
know how it’s going to go. I don’t know where God is going to lead but we knew that 
we just had to put our “yes” on the table and allow God to lead it. And for us it just 
made sense. We can welcome some kiddos into our home that God has given us and 
leverage what God has given us to serve kids in need. Now hear me — I’m not trying 
to put myself on some pedestal. This isn’t everyone’s calling. But it just seems like all of 
us should be engaging something like this at some level.  

 Two actions I would leave you with:  

1. Identify one area of social demonstration that you are drawn to and explore how 
you can engage it at some level.  



2. Identify one friend that is close to you but far from God that you can begin to 
pray for and invite into the Alpha Course alongside of you.  

We are going to do a series on mission in the late summer/early fall and talk a lot more 
about this. But this is the starting point.  

Religious activity without sacrificial mission is repulsive to God. Let’s figure out how to 
press into sacrificial mission. When you back up and you look at this from 30,000 feet 
you will see that this stuff is at the heart of what Jesus was all about. Jesus is the 
epitome of sacrificial mission. He did not come to do religious activity he came to 
proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God in both social demonstration and 
gospel proclamation. He left the wealth and joy of heaven, He sacrificed it, so that He 
could come and serve us through his life, his death and his resurrection. That through 
Jesus we are renewed personally -  forgiven of our sin, healed of our spiritual 
brokenness, welcomed back into life with God in His presence, formed to a new way of 
life, equipped with gifts, and sent out to bring about city-wide renewal both physically 
and spiritually. This is what it’s all about. 



Opportunities for Social Demonstration 

Strengthen Communities: 
• Jesus on Colfax (jesusoncolfax.org)  
• Denver Rescue Mission (denverrescuemission.org)  

Care for Refugees 
• Place Bridge Academy  

Protect Children and Families (Adoption & Foster Care): 
• Project 127 (place.dpsk12.org)  
• CarePortal (future; not yet expanded into Denver County) 

Fight Human Trafficking: 
• Looking for Denver-area partners 

Respond to Crisis: 
• Serve teams as needed 

Opportunities for Gospel Proclamation 

ALPHA Course (available after Easter) 
• Think of someone and invite them to attend with you! 

http://jesusoncolfax.org
http://denverrescuemission.org
http://place.dpsk12.org

