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Hey everybody, great to be with you this morning. We are in this teaching series called 
A Better Story where we are exploring and learning about all things Bible. Last week, 
we pressed into more of a lecture-style teaching on the Bible where we answered a few 
basic but critical questions about the Bible: things like what is it, who wrote, and can 
we trust it? 

And we cleared the way last week with those questions so that we could dive in and 
assume all of that this week. Here is the big idea of this weeks teaching - Until the 
Bible plays a central role in your life you will be exhausted by Christianity and miss 
most of what God wants to do in your life. In Matthew 4 Jesus says this wild thing 
about the Bible, the word of God:  

“It is written: People must not live on bread alone but on every word 
that comes from the mouth of God.”  

Matthew 4:4 

So last week we said that the Bible was God’s trustworthy word to us. And Jesus right 
here gives us a really helpful analogy for how we should think about our Bibles. He says 
the our Bible is like food for our soul. So think about what he is saying; he is saying that 
as much as your stomach needs food your soul needs your Bible. Let’s take it a step 
further — he is saying that if you don’t learn to feed yourself the Bible regularly and 
often you will live in spiritual malnourishment and eventually your soul will starve, 
shrivel up, and die. It’s no wonder most of followers of Jesus can’t see cycles of sin 
defeated in our lives; it’s no wonder the church is full of hypocrisy and self-
centeredness and consumerism;  it’s no wonder our fear, shame, sin, anxiety, guilt, 
depression is dominating us. We don’t have the spiritual strength to take on this life, 
apart from the word of God permeating our whole lives. Jesus says the Bible for your 
soul is as important as food for your stomach.

But why does that he say that? Why does Jesus put so much emphasis on the centrality 
of God’s word - the Bible - in our lives? Well today I want to give you two answers to 
that question out of 2 Timothy 3:14-17 — First, we will see that without the Bible we 
cannot know Jesus. And second, we will see that without the Bible we cannot grow in 
Jesus. 



Without the Bible we cannot know Jesus.  
Sometimes we will hear people say, “Give me Jesus but not the Bible.” In his book Can 
I Really Trust the Bible, Barry Cooper comments on this: 

“In our day, religious or ‘spiritual’ people frequently make [this] mistake. We want the 
Word (Jesus), but we do not want the word (Bible). I once appeared on a Christian 
television show where the host said: ‘And remember, being a Christian is not about 
knowing a book. It’s about knowing a person.’ The reality is that we cannot have the 
latter without the former. We can’t know Jesus apart from the Bible because, as Jesus 
himself says, the Bible always and on every page testifies to him. Any other ‘Jesus’ is just 
a Jesus of our own imagining.”  

This idea that without the Bible we cannot know Jesus is the first point that the writer 
makes in 2 Timothy 3:14-15.  

14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly 
believed. You know those who taught you, 15 and you know that from 
infancy you have known the sacred Scriptures, which are able to give 
you wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  

The first and primary purpose of the scriptures introduce us to Jesus. The whole Bible is 
about Jesus; Jesus is the point of the Bible. Even Jesus himself says: 

You pore over the Scriptures because you think you have eternal life in 
them, and yet they testify about me. 40 But you are not willing to come 
to me so that you may have life.  

John 5:39 

We can’t know Jesus without the Bible. We love our Bibles, but we love our Bibles 
because in our Bibles we are introduced to Jesus. 

Okay, so what is the big deal about Jesus? Why is he the center of the Bible? Well let’s 
go back to the verse - Pauls says cling to the scriptures which are able to give you 
wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. Now, if you are exploring Christianity, 
this line is everything for us. The whole Bible points to Jesus because it is through 
Jesus that God has made a way to be saved. Look at how it says we can be saved — 
through faith in Christ Jesus.  

This is where the Bible and Christianity diverge from every other religious writing in 
history and every other religion in the world. Every other religious writing in the world 
tells us that we can be saved through self-improvement by our own effort. The Quran 
teaches salvation by the five pillars. The Sutras of Buddhism teach salvation by the 
eightfold path. The Veda’s and Upanishads of Hinduism teach salvation by mediation 



and self-effort. The Book of Mormon teaches salvation by ritual and good works. And 
the self-help books of modern secular humanism teach salvation by self-awareness and 
self-care and being true to yourself.  

But the Bible alone teaches us something completely different. The Bible tells us a 
better story. Only the Bible teaches us that we are not saved by what we do, but by 
what God has done for us through Jesus Christ. Only in the Bible, God’s word to us, do 
we find that it’s not what we do or refrain from doing that will makes us healed and 
made whole and welcomed into life with God by. Instead, it’s by faith in what Jesus has 
done for us.  

This is why we said that without the Bible playing a central role in our lives, we will just 
be exhausted by Christianity. Without the Bible, we would be stuck on the exhausting 
ladder of human religion, but through the Bible we are introduced to Jesus. The Bible 
through Jesus welcomes us into a whole different reality with God, where we are loved 
despite the the terrible and embarrassing things we have done; where we are saved 
not by becoming a better or more religious person, but by simply collapsing and 
saying, “Jesus here are the pieces of my life, I need you to put them back together.” 

Guys this is the best, most relieving news in the world — that through the work of 
Jesus, his life, his death on the cross, and his resurrection, God has finished the work of 
salvation. All there is left to do is receive it with relief and joy. Only in the Bible to we 
find a God of big grace and big love:  

16 For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him. 

John 3:16-17 

We only know that from the Bible. If you are here and you have not placed your faith in 
Jesus for salvation from your sin and for eternal life, if you have been playing the 
religious game thinking that if you are a better person God will love you; today is the 
day that you need to hear — the pressure is off. Jesus has done the work through the 
cross for you to be saved and you should not leave here today without receiving 
salvation by faith. But also, if you are here and a Christian you are seeing the first 
reason its so necessary that the Bible permeates your whole life. Apart from it you will 
forget the good news of the gospel of salvation by faith in Jesus and you will turn life 
with Jesus into something it’s not — an exhausting treadmill of religious duty. 



Without the Bible we cannot grow in Jesus (16-17) 
Remember the big idea - Until the Bible plays a central role in your life you will be 
exhausted by Christianity and miss most of what God wants to do in your life. Until the 
Bible plays a central role in our lives not only will we be exhausted by Christianity, but 
we will also miss most of what God wants to do in our lives.  

Without the Bible we can’t grow in Jesus. We can’t receive what Jesus is wanting to do 
in our lives. This is the second point that Paul makes to Timothy in verses 16-17:  

16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for 
rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, 17 so that the man 
of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.  

So right here he gives us four roles that the Bible should play in our lives. So let’s chat 
through each of these four really quickly:  

Teaching:  
This word is likely speaking to the intellectual aspect of the Christian faith. The 
scriptures teach us how to understand God and our reality. Through the Bible we are 
made wise as we know the truth.  

Rebuking:  
Okay, so let’s think about this. We should expect at times for God, through the 
Scriptures, to tell us that the way we are thinking or acting is wrong. This is a big one 
for us to pause on because it teaches us how we should approach our Bibles. If we 
believe the Bible is God’s speech, God’s word to us, then we don’t approach the Bible 
as an authority over it — where we get to decide whether or not we like what God 
speaks here, or where we get to bend or soften what God says through the Bible.  

No: we allow the Bible to be the authority over us, because it is God’s word. Where it 
rubs against how we are thinking, what we are believing, or how we are living, we don’t 
roll our eyes and ignore it; we receive it and change by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
And here is why, because we remember that we can trust God and He is for our good, 
the fundamental lie in the garden in Genesis 3 is that you can’t trust that God and his 
word are for your good and joy. But we know that’s a destructive lie — and therefore 
we know that every rebuke we encounter in the Scriptures is God’s grace and invitation 
out of self-destruction and back into the way of flourishing and life.  



Correction: 
This is the positive side of the rebuke, and I love this one because it shows us that God 
doesn’t only want to tell us that we are wrong. Like a good father, He wants to show us 
the way to believe and live rightly in his world, and then correct us so that we can find 
life and flourishing. 

Training in righteousness: 
This involves moral training that leads to righteous living. God is using his word, The 
Bible, to train us how to live the flourishing life — a life oriented toward God love and 
neighbor love.

Now, this is where it gets cool - he shows us the purpose of all of this in verse 17:  

17 so that the man [people] of God may be complete, equipped for 
every good work.  

So think about what this means. It means that if and when the Bible plays a central role 
in your life, you will be complete and equipped for everything God has for you. The 
Bible is God’s primary means of completing the work He wants to do in your life, and to 
equip you for the work He wants to do through your life.  

And one of the reasons I love this is because there is so much guilt in the Christian life 
about Bible reading. We Christians always feel guilty about this. But we see that God 
doesn’t want to guilt us into anything, He wants to grace us into it. He is graciously 
inviting us into real, dynamic, life-changing relationship with Himself as He speaks to 
you, and leads you, and encourages, and builds you, and challenges you through the 
Bible.

When I was a sophomore in college I was your typical college student who considered 
myself a Christian. I started following Jesus in high school, went to college, and in my 
junior year in college I think I must have heard some teaching like our teaching today. I 
just remember really developing this deep conviction about not reading my Bible for 
myself and allowing it to play a central role in my life. And it had always been this 
source of guilt for me. I knew i was supposed to be doing it but it always felt like 
drudgery — but during my junior I remember that I just resolved to start trying to read 
my Bible every day. And listen, I stumbled, I didn’t do it some days, I missed a week 
here and there, and over time I built this habit. And, guys, I stand here 12 or 13 years 
later and I can honestly say that, more than anything else, it has completely changed 
my life.  



And honestly I felt weird about sharing this because I never want to come across as 
superior or anything like that, but for over a decade my general habit has been reading 
through the Bible in a year. Every day, taking a chunk. And I just look back and it has 
been that practice where I have experienced the tangible work of God in my personal 
life more than anything else in the world.  

I’ll give you some examples:  
• I remember where I was: on an airplane when I read Habakkuk 2:2-3, and God 

called me to plant the Heights. It changed the course of my life. 
• I remember sitting in a gathering where someone was teaching on Psalm 16, and 

I was really wrestling with whether or not our church should take a step of faith, 
and I looked down and read Psalm 16:10 and God says to go for it.  

• I remember wrestling with whether or not we should hire Mike McDaniel as 
pastor. And I remember reading Psalm 23:1 — “the Lord is my shepherd, I have 
what I need” — and the Spirit speaking to me, saying, “Let me handle this. If 
Mike decides to come you will have what you need, If he doesn’t, you have what 
you need.” 

• I remember being in Isaiah 58, 6 months ago when God placed this calling on our 
family to enter into the adoption process. 

• I remember in Psalm 105:44 when God gave me this vision for planting more 
churches. 

But its not only the big stuff - its small daily stuff too: 
1. I don’t remember the passage but I remember this one time a couple years ago 

when I had been a total jerk to Jonathan… and my Bible reading the next 
morning was about pursuing unity and love, and I had to go and apologize.  

2. On January 17th, so like 5 weeks ago, I woke up on Sunday morning and I just 
felt like I was a terrible Bible teacher. I had to teach that day, and I wrote in my 
journal, “One of the things I have been really wrestling with is my ability to 
preach well. I feel like I have lost some of my confidence for some reason.“ Then 
I did my Bible reading, and I read the part in Exodus 4 where Moses says he 
can’t speak well and God literally says “Who placed a mouth on humans, Is it 
not I, the Lord. Now Go, and I will help you speak and teach you what to say.”  

3. Last Sunday morning I was so discouraged about our gathering when I woke up. 
It snowed again and I just felt like no one was coming and it was going to be 
lame and terrible… I read in Psalm 53 and God kindly rebuked me about me 
finding my refuge and identity in how the church goes, and He invited me back 
to finding my refuge in him alone. 



Now here is why I risked sharing some of that with you — and it’s a risk because it 
could totally come off the wrong way — but one of the things you will see is that most 
often I am just bringing my own idiocy and weakness and fear and anxiety, putting it 
before the Lord and asking Him to speak into it. And He does! That is what’s available 
to you if you will just take it up and give yourself to it. Today can be the day where your 
whole experience of life with God changes because you just decide to give yourself 
fully to God’s word. 

Our series practice that we are aiming for is for everyone to develop a habit of daily 
Bible reading. And I just want to leave you with two questions: 

1. Where are you honestly at right now?  
2. What is one step that God is asking you to take out of this teaching?  

Next week, Jonathan is going to be doing a really practical teaching on how to read 
the Bible, get something out of it, and apply it to your life, so don’t miss that. 

Now, here is where we come back to the primary purpose of the Bible. We are not 
saved or loved based on our Bible reading. Our Bible reading reminds us of how we 
are saved and loved — by faith in the person of Jesus. 


