
The Gospel According To Mark: Jesus the Passover Lamb 
Mark 14:12-16, 22-26 

Sunday, May 30 

Good morning, everyone! Happy Memorial Day Weekend! I’m glad to be with you. 
One thing before we dive in, next week we are hosting our membership class and if 
you haven’t been, you need to be there! We say this all the time but the Church isn’t an 
event that we attend but a family that we belong to, and this class is where the church 
goes from event to family. In this class we talk about what The Heights is all about: our 
vision and values, how you can belong here, and what we believe as a church. It’s from 
4-7 next Sunday evening (June 6th). We provide childcare and dinner for everyone, so 
if you want to come,  you can sign up on the events page on our website. Just FYI, we 
only hold this quarterly so the next time won’t be until October, and I encourage you to 
sign up!  

Grab a Bible and open it up to Mark 14. Today is a big day in the life of our church 
because today is the start of us finishing our line-by-line study of the whole Gospel of 
Mark. We started teaching through this book of the Bible on February 10, 2019 — two 
and half year ago — and with a lot of breaks and interruptions we are finally going to 
finish it this summer, studying chapters 14-16.  

Now one of my favorite shows, other than The Crown, that I totally screwed up talking 
about a couple weeks ago (I called price Phillip, prince Charles), is The West Wing. I 
Love The West Wing and think Jed Barlet is the greatest president who never existed. 
And at the beginning of every show of the West Wing they play this little tune and they 
say this: “Last time on the West Wing,” so you could have some context for where you 
are at when you dive into this week's show. Now I don’t know if you remember this but 
the reason they do that is because when the West Wing came out it was on TV and 
they would, imagine this, drop one episode a week. No binge watching; pure 
anticipation. So a little time had passed. Maybe there are people who are diving in for 
the first time, and they need to be reminded of where the story left off. Well to kick us 
off I want to do a little “Last time in the Gospel of Mark” and catch us up on where we 
are at in the story. Then we will dive in and unpack our passage for today. So to catch 
us up I want to do two things: talk about the primary goal of the book of Mark, and 
then do a quick review of where we have been so far!   

On February 10, 2019, the very first day we dove into Mark I said this line: the gospel 
of Mark was written to show us what it looks like to follow king Jesus in the real 
stuff or everyday life. That is the goal of this whole book of the Bible! This account of 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection was written down by a guy named Mark… go figure. 



But it’s not actually Mark’s gospel. Mark is actually the name of the scribe that Peter 
(one of Jesus’ closest disciples) used to write down his account of Jesus’ life, teachings, 
death, and resurrection. Now here is what is cool about that for us as we study this 
book: this is an account of Peter’s journey of meeting Jesus, discovering who Jesus is, 
and learning what it looks like, in all of the ups and downs, to follow Jesus in the real 
stuff of everyday life — with things like his doubts and sin and bonehead mistakes all 
woven in.  

Now Peter had three primary themes that he intended for us to see as he gave us his 
first hand account of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection — and this will hopefully serve 
as a bit of review:  

1. A picture of Jesus’ Kingdom (1-8): The very first words out of Jesus mouth in 
Mark are these words in Mark 1:15: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand.” Peter wants us to see that Jesus is a King who is bringing God’s 
Kingdom, the rule and reign of God where He gets His good and restorative 
way. The first 8 chapters are all about Jesus doing show and tell. He is showing 
us what God’s kingdom is like through his miracles; that when God gets His way 
demons flee, crippled people walk, blind people see, deaf people hear, and 
hungry people are fed. Jesus’ miracles are not random. They are pictures of 
what happens when God gets His way in the world: everything is renewed. First, 
Peter wants to give us a picture of Jesus’ Kingdom.  

2. A picture of Discipleship to Jesus (8-10): In these three chapters we see Peter 
confess Jesus as the Messiah, and his glory is revealed as the divine one in the 
Transfiguration. And then he does a ton of really practical teachings on 
discipleship — how to follow the way of Jesus in the real stuff of everyday life. 

3. A picture of Jesus’ death and resurrection and what it means for us (11-16): 
In chapter 11, Jesus enters into Jerusalem as the King in the triumphal entry. But 
as we dive into the final three chapters this summer, we are going to see that he 
is a different kind of king than anyone expects. He is the king who would suffer 
so that his people can be saved, but he is also the king who will defeat death 
and invite all people everywhere into his Kingdom of restoration and renewal! 

And the goal in all of this is to show us what it looks like to follow King Jesus into his 
kingdom through the real stuff of everyday life. So we are studying chapters 14-16 this 
Summer as we finish this out, and these chapters are all about the final days of Jesus — 
where we look at his final time with his disciples, his arrest, his trial, the cross, and his 
resurrection. So there is my “Last Time in the Gospel of Mark.” Now are you ready to 
dive in to our passage for today?  



So today we tackle 14:22-25 where Jesus and his disciples go to the upper room to eat 
what is now known as the Last Supper. And here is what is really cool about this scene: 
this scene is the first time that Jesus is going to explain why he has to die; why he is 
headed to the cross. Here is what is cool about Christianity: Christianity says that our 
salvation does not depend on us at all. Here is what I mean by salvation, that we can 
be forgiven of all the dumb things we have done, our mess can be cleaned up, we can 
have God look down on us and smile with love and lead us and protect us every day of 
our lives, and we can be promised that we will be physically raised from the dead 
(imagine that… wow). And none of that depends of what we do or don’t do. What 
does it depend on? It depends on Jesus’ work for us, and us trusting that his work was 
good enough. That’s it. This is what today is all about. And here is the big question 
whether you would consider yourself a Christian or not: will you trust in Jesus to save 
you? 

So we need to look at vv. 12-16 to get a little context for our passage today:  

12 On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrifice the 
Passover lamb, his disciples asked him, “Where do you want us to go 
and prepare the Passover so that you may eat it? ”13 So he sent two of 
his disciples and told them,“Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of 
water will meet you. Follow him. 14 Wherever he enters, tell the owner 
of the house, ‘The Teacher says, “Where is my guest room where I may 
eat the Passover with my disciples? ” ’ 15 He will show you a large 
room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make the preparations for us there.” 
16 So the disciples went out, entered the city, and found it just as he 
had told them, and they prepared the Passover.  

Mark 14:12-16 (CSB) 

So the context of our passage is the celebration of the Jewish festival called Passover. 
Jesus and his disciples were coming into Jerusalem to celebrate this meal. So, here is 
the first question we should be asking: what’s the Passover all about? For ancient Jews 
and even Jews today, the Passover was an annual meal that commemorated a defining 
moment in their history. It was a way of remembering and celebrating the key story of 
God’s work for his people back in the OT book of Exodus 12.  You might be familiar 
with this story. 

God’s people had been trapped in darkness and bondage as slaves in Egypt. And their 
lives were miserable, basically born to serve Pharoah and die, with no freedom, no 
purpose. Only misery. And God, being God, was working to set His people free. And 
to do this He sent a bunch of plagues on Egypt so that Pharaoh would let His people 
go. But Pharaoh wouldn’t listen. So finally, God warns of a final plague — the plague of 



death that would come on the first-born of every single home in the land. But God tells 
the people that there is a way out! And the way out was to put your faith into God’s 
sacrificial provision. God told them that if they would kill a lamb, the passover lamb, 
and they would paint the blood of the lamb over their doorposts, take shelter under 
the lamb, when the plague of death came it would pass over them. So that night, there 
would either be a dead first-born or a dead lamb in every house. Either the plague of 
death would fall on your family or you would take shelter under the substitute — the 
blood of the lamb. And if you did accept this shelter, then death passed over you and 
you would be saved. That’s why its called Passover. Don’t miss this: the people were 
saved based on their faith in God’s substitutionary sacrifice.  

And the way the story of the people of Israel goes from here four things happened for 
those that trusted in the blood of the lamb.  
1) They were delivered from the plague of death  
2) They were set free from their bondage  
3) They were given a renewed relationship with God 
4) They started their journey to the promised land.  

So each year, God’s people would remember and celebrate this salvation and 
deliverance to new life through a meal called the Passover meal. They would sacrifice a 
lamb and eat lamb to remind them of the substitutionary sacrifice so that they could 
live. The lamb died instead of them. They would drink wine that reminded them of the 
blood of the lamb over their door post that caused the plague of death to passover. 
They would eat unleavened bread that reminded them of God’s provision of manna in 
the wilderness as he lead them to the promised land. Now, take a deep breath.  

This is the meal that Jesus and his disciples gather to eat in verses 22-26.  

But as they start to participate in the meal, Jesus does what Jesus always does and he 
takes things in a different direction. Let’s look at it together.  

22 As they were eating, he took bread, blessed and broke it, gave it to 
them, and said,“Take it; this is my body.” 23 Then he took a cup, and 
after giving thanks, he gave it to them, and they all drank from it. 24 He 
said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many. 25 Truly I tell you, I will no longer drink of the fruit of the vine 
until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 26 After 
singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  

Mark 14:22-26 (CSB) 



Okay before we talk about what this means, just put yourself in the scene. Imagine how 
shocked and confused Jesus’ disciples were. Jesus departs from the script that has 
been used for generation after generation and he says — don’t miss this — “this whole 
passover meal is about me.” He says, “My body is the bread that was given for you. I 
am God’s provision the sustain you in the wilderness of life.” And then he holds up the 
wine, and he says, “This wine represents my blood that will be poured out for you. This 
is all about me.” Now if Jesus talking about his body and blood over a meal isn’t weird 
enough, something else is weird about this meal and the disciples would have noticed 
this, too. All passover meals had bread, we see that here. All passover meals had good 
wine, we see that. But at this passover meal, the main course —the lamb — was 
missing! This would be like me inviting you over to my house for steaks and then 
serving you everything except steak. Or you showing up for tacos and there only being 
rice and beans.  

So whats the deal? Well, this is where it gets so beautiful. The disciples probably 
started out confused but as Jesus starts to talk about the bread being his body, and the 
wine representing his blood, they start to put two and two together. The reason there is 
not lamb on the table is because the lamb is at the table with them.  

Here is Jesus’ point: Jesus is showing the disciples, and us, that he is the new and 
better passover lamb whose body was given and blood was shed so that we could 
experience a new and better Exodus. One where Jesus delivers us from the penalty for 
our sin and death into new resurrection life with God! Just as the first passover was 
celebrated the night before God would deliver his people through the death of the 
lambs, this passover is being observed the night before God would deliver the world 
from sin and death through the blood of the lamb, Jesus Christ.  

So right here is where the purpose of Jesus’ cross is coming into view, and there are 
four things we are supposed to see in this meal: 

1. Through trust in Jesus we are delivered from the plague of death. Romans 6:23 
says the penalty of sin is death. But we see that Jesus is the passover lamb who 
sacrifices himself as our substitute and dies the death that we deserve for our sin 
so that we can receive the gift of life. Here is a really blunt way to say it: at the 
end of the day your sins will be paid for, either by you or by Jesus, and you get 
to choose. So choose to hide yourself under his blood and you can be delivered 
from the plague of eternal death.  

2. Through trust in Jesus we are set free from the bondage to sin. The best way to 
think about our sin is our own personal patterns of self-destruction. When we 
choose to live out of step with the way God has created us to live it is harmful. 



But through Jesus we can be set free from this self-harm and given a new heart 
that desires the things of God. He can give you a new heart and a new life.  

3. Through trust in Jesus we are given a renewed relationship with God. After God 
sets His people free in the Exodus story they find themselves in the wilderness, 
and it’s in the wilderness that God meets them in renewed relationships. He 
leads them by a pillar of cloud and fire. He provides for them at every turn. And 
this is the kind of life he invites us into. Where we don’t have to have the 
pressure of leading ourselves but can be renewed in our relationship with God 
as he leads our life  

4. Through trust in Jesus we are given the hope of eternal life with God - through 
Jesus God not only defeats sin but he also defeats death and gives us the 
promise that he is going to put an end to evil, sadness and death forever. And 
that is secured for us through the death of Jesus.  

Now here is where we go back to the start. This is what is wild about Christianity. All of 
those things can be and are ours not by what we do or don’t do, but by trusting in what 
Jesus has done for us and that’s it. Think about this. This tells us something about God 
that most people miss, that God’s posture toward us is a posture of invitation and 
giving, not stingy withholding. He wants to give you freedom, hope, life, and the only 
thing you have to do is give up on trying to run your own life. Collapse onto him and 
trust the blood of the lamb.  

So what does that look like though? “Trust the blood of the lamb.” Well Jesus shows us 
what it looks like in the meal. He shows us that it is active. He says “Take and eat,” 
“Take and drink,” trusting the blood of the lamb requires action on our part.  

So there are two actions that this passage calls us to: Receive or rest.  

Receive: What I know is that if you wouldn’t consider yourself a follower of Jesus, one 
of the worst things in the world is to be pressured into something. Around here, we 
think religious pressure is gross and doesn’t work in the long run. But we do believe 
this stuff about Jesus and we want to help you receive it and believe it so that you can 
experience this freedom and new life. And so if you want to talk to someone I want to 
give you one step that feels hopefully less pressure-y. In the seat back in front of you 
there is a little card that says “Get Connected.” Fill that out and check “I am interested 
in talking with someone about following Jesus.” Take that to the connection center 
right after the service on your way out and we will follow up with you to talk, answer 
questions, listen, whatever you need. Just don’t let this moment slip by; respond to 
what you are thinking and feeling in this moment.  



Rest: If you are a follower of Jesus, the action is to rest. And the way we enter that rest 
is through weekly participating in this meal that we call communion. Our version of the 
last supper. And the reason we do that is so that we have a weekly reminder of what is 
ours through the body and blood of the lamb. Life is hard, and it can feel like your sin is 
still overwhelming you. It can feel like God is mad at you or disappointed. It can feel 
like you are lost in the wilderness of life, and maybe you won’t make it into the 
kingdom where Jesus is going to make all things new. But each week we have this 
physical symbol in front of us reminding us that none of these promises depend on us. 
They all depend on Jesus so we can rest. And so I want to invite you during our 
response time to take communion and remember that you will not pay the penalty of 
your sins. Your sin will not dominate you forever. God is with you in the wilderness. And 
you have the hope of eternal life because you have actively hidden yourself under the 
blood of the lamb!  

So as we act on the teaching of God’s word today I want you to consider which one of 
these is appropriate for you! Do I need to receive this salvation for the first time or rest 
because I have already received it?  


