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Hey there folks, it’s good to be with you this morning. I’m Jonathan, one of the pastors 
here at The Heights. We’re going to get right down to business this morning. We’ve 
got quite the story here in the gospel of Mark. And throughout Mark, we’ve seen some 
really key “characters”, if you will, rise to the surface. Jesus being one. Bet you 
wouldn’t have guess that! But another primary character here is a guy named Peter. As 
we talked about last week, the whole book was Peter’s story of Jesus’ life penned by 
Mark. And one of the reason this is so important to us is because here is someone so 
close to Jesus that allows us into his life to see what that looked like. And it wasn’t all 
pretty.  

But that’s the beauty of this! Why would someone like Peter let us in on his highs and 
lows like this if they weren’t important and ultimately a testament to the truth? When 
you’re the author, you get to leave out the ugly parts of your story, you get to curate 
your story to make you the hero; but that’s not what Peter did. He showed us what it 
actually looks like to follow Jesus in the mess of everyday life.  

And honestly, we’ve got to appreciate that about Peter. In just this passage we’re about 
to look at this morning, we see him so zealous, so excited about Jesus and then in the 
next moment, shaking in his boots, scared. He’s back and forth, wishy-washy, he’s hot 
and cold. He’s the kind of person in your friend group who gets pumped on an idea 
and is like “alright, let’s go now!” And we can relate, right? I remember this time when I 
was probably 17, just got a cell phone, probably a senior in high school. And I’d been 
at what’s called a “Youth Rally.” If you grew up in the church, you probably know what 
I’m talking about. It was like a micro-conference for high-schoolers to get them all 
jacked up on Jesus…. and it was awesome.  

I was so zealous. I was having such a Simon-Peter moment, grabbed my newly acquired 
Motorola Razr flip-phone, typed and sent a message saying “Jesus loves you!” to as 
many random phone numbers as was allowed for that month. Guys, I actually did this. 
And literally only one person responded. And the message read: “How did you get this 
number?” To which I responded: “I just randomly typed it in and hit send.” This led to 
a long dialogue between me and some guy who was being super crazy because I’d 
texted his girlfriend “Jesus loves you.” This persisted for days and culminated in him 
wanting my address because he was going to come beat me up for texting his 
girlfriend. Not sure that I should have sent out all those “Jesus loves you” texts, but 
come on; that dude was psycho! Honestly, they probably broke up over that whole 



thing and it saved the poor girl from that kind of dude. Anyways, I had this Peter 
moment that was followed by me being pretty scared and paranoid after that.  

But here is what I want us to see in the passage — Peter was a normal person, like you 
or me, who was trying to follow Jesus in the mess of everyday life. And he did that very 
imperfectly! And the beauty of this is that Jesus was choosing Peter, he was loving 
Peter, he was being faithful to Peter, even when Peter was denying him, when Peter 
was not loving Jesus, when Peter was unfaithful. And the big idea for us this morning is 
this: Jesus chose us when we weren’t choosing him. And for some of you, you hear 
that and you’re thinking, “What do you mean Jonathan? How have I denied Jesus? 
How has Jesus chosen me?” If you’re asking those questions, today is for you! 

We’re going to see two narratives happening simultaneously in this passage. Peter 
denying Jesus, and Jesus choosing Peter. So, grab a Bible, open it to Mark 14:26. Big 
numbers are chapter numbers, small numbers for verses. Big number 14, small number 
26. The first narrative we’ll see Peter's denial of Jesus in an attempt to self-preserve.  

Peter’s denial in an attempt to self-preserve 
Now, these first few verses really set the scene for us.  

26 After singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 27 Then 
Jesus said to them, “All of you will fall away, because it is written: I will 
strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered. 28 But after I have 
risen, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 29 Peter told him, “Even if 
everyone falls away, I will not.” 30 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to him, 
“today, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me 
three times.” 31 But he kept insisting, “If I have to die with you, I will 
never deny you.” And they all said the same thing. 

Mark 14:26-31 (CSB) 

Now, this is the set-up. Jesus and his disciples have finished the passover meal that we 
talked about last week. They sang a hymn together, then Jesus leads them outside to a 
neighboring hillside called the Mount of Olives, and into, as you might guess, an olive 
grove. Jesus quotes an Old Testament prophet, Zechariah, and is in the process of 
fulfilling that prophecy as he speaks. He is the shepherd and his disciples are the sheep 
here. And this is where you’ve got to love Peter in verse 29 saying, “even if everyone 
falls away, I will not.” Man, he’s resolved. You’ve got to love Peter. And Jesus’ response: 
“today, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me not once, not 
twice, but three times.”  But Peter kept insisting: “If I have to die with you, I will 
never deny you.” And that’s exactly what we see unfold over these next few verses. In 
one moment, Peter was strong then he’s denying Jesus and trying to save his own skin.  



And as we just into this, I’ll give you a little insight: we are Peter in this story. Peter’s 
interactions with Jesus serve as a mirror for our lives. 

I’m not going to read this whole passage again, but I want you to see this theme. After 
this interaction, Jesus, Peter and the rest of the disciples go to this garden called 
Gethsemane, a garden in the olive grove. This was actually the original “Olive 
Garden…” But Jesus begins to pray, and Peter can’t keep his eyes open for the life of 
him. Jesus comes, wakes him and tells him to get a grip, “I need your here, I’m asking 
you to pray.” This happens 3 times. The guy who was saying things like “even if 
everyone one else falls away, I’m with you to the end” keeps falling asleep on Jesus.  

Judas, Jesus’ former disciple and his betrayer, leads a mob of people, the arresting 
party right to Jesus. And guys, there are so many other things going on here as well, 
but key in:  

46 They took hold of him and arrested him. 47 One of those who stood 
by drew his sword, struck the high priest’s servant, and cut off his ear.  

Mark 14:46-47 (CSB) 

You’ve got to wonder who that someone was. Well, Matthew’s gospel is ambiguous 
and so is Luke’s, but John did not hesitate to throw Peter under the bus. In John 18, he 
tells us that it’s Peter. AKA, Peter is having another brave moment here. In other Gospel 
accounts, Jesus rebukes Peter for, then heal the guys ear who is arresting him. Then 
look at what happens next: 

Then they all deserted him and ran away.  
Mark 14:50 (CSB) 

Rough scene. Peter is hot and cold. He’s zealous, then running away scared. And then 
we have an odd scene with an unknown naked guy who flees the scene. And honestly, 
no one really knows who that is. If you have more questions, please connect with 
Corbin after service at the Connection Center and he’ll help you work through that. 

Then finally, these next two passages are happening simultaneously. Corbin will be 
teaching verse 53-65 next week, but look at what happens while Jesus is in front of this 
religious, psuedo-legal council. We’re looking for 2 rooster crows and 3 denials. Look 
at this with me. 

66 While Peter was in the courtyard below, one of the high priest’s 
maidservants came. 67 When she saw Peter warming himself, she 



looked at him and said, “You also were with Jesus, the man from 
Nazareth.” 68 But he denied it: “I don’t know or understand what you’re 
talking about.” Then he went out to the entryway, and a rooster crowed. 
69 When the maidservant saw him again, she began to tell those 
standing nearby, “This man is one of them.” 70 But again he denied it. 
After a little while those standing there said to Peter again, “You 
certainly are one of them, since you’re also a Galilean.” 71 Then he 
started to curse and swear, “I don’t know this man you’re talking about!” 
72 Immediately a rooster crowed a second time, and Peter remembered 
when Jesus had spoken the word to him, “Before the rooster crows 
twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept. 

Mark 14:66-72 (CSB) 

What Jesus described would happen, happens to a “T.” In a really tense moment, the 
“even if everyone else falls away, I won’t” Peter; the “cut an ear off to defend Jesus” 
Peter, collapses under the weight of his own self-preservation. In this singular moment, 
it felt more valuable to Peter to deny Jesus than associate with him. It feels like, in 
order to keep his life, Peter must deny that he has anything to do with Jesus. That 
made sense at the moment. And I think it’s really easy for us to pile onto Peter here. 
But look at those last few words: “And he broke down and wept.” Peter instantly knew 
what had just happened. Can we just sit here with Peter for a minute?  

I think the reason we cant’ jump at Peter here and the reason we all feel sad for him is 
because we can see ourselves in him. At the heart of this, we see a man, Peter, trying 
to follow Jesus in the real stuff of everyday life and failing at. We can empathize with 
his fragility. We can understand his inconsistency. If you’d consider yourself a Christian, 
we have all been there. Proudly standing with Jesus in one moment, then with our 
words or action, sending text messages to random numbers, then shrinking back 
because we’re scared of getting beat up or pretending we know nothing about him. 
Acting as though we’ve never heard of him before. Whether that be in the middle of a 
sin struggle or maybe in a social situation.  

Guys, we can be so flakey just like Peter. We can be so inconsistent with our lives. The 
smallest things get us derailed from following Jesus. We are all in on Jesus, then it 
becomes a little inconvenient to follow Jesus because we get a hang-nail. Or it 
becomes inconvenient because Jesus calls us to a high road of integrity in our jobs. Or 
it becomes inconvenient, because being a Jesus following means gathering with his 
people on Sundays and we don’t ski or camp or climb or bike or hunt or fish or fill in 
the blank, every weekend. Or it becomes inconvenient because Jesus calls us to other-
centered living and we don’t live for ourselves anymore, but we’re generous with our 
time and treasures. Or it becomes inconvenient because Jesus calls us to a life of 
sexual-purity. Or it becomes inconvenient because following Jesus might cost some 



social capital. We’re all in on Jesus, and then we deny him with our lives, just like Peter. 
We’re hot and then cold. But here is what I love about the Bible — this story isn’t 
finished. And our stories aren’t either.  

But do you know what’s amazing? While singular moments do influence our lives, they 
aren't the whole story. One of my favorite parts of this is that while Peter was denying 
Jesus, Jesus was choosing Peter. This wasn’t the end of Peter’s story, primarily because 
of what Jesus was doing in this moment on his behalf. There is a church in Nashville 
called Immanuel Church. And they have what they call “the Immanuel Mantra”. And it 
goes like this:  

1. I’m a complete idiot  
2. My future is very bright. 
3. Anyone can get in on it.  

And I think what I love about that is that it perfectly describes Peter in this passage and 
it really describes our lives. And the reason for that is the other narrative happening in 
this passage.  

Jesus was loving and choosing us.  
We’ve seen half of what’s going on, but let’s back up and zoom in on Jesus. While 
Peter was denying Jesus, Jesus was choosing Peter. While we were denying Jesus, 
Jesus was choosing us. Jesus was choosing us, even when we weren’t choosing him.  

This whole evening, Jesus’ heart was heavy. He knew it was coming the next day. Even 
if no one else around him fully understood what was going to happen, Jesus knew that 
only pain, suffering and death would follow the next day when Jesus would be 
crucified. Let’s back up to the garden of Gethsemane: 

33 He took Peter, James, and John with him, and he began to be deeply 
distressed and troubled. 34 He said to them, “I am deeply grieved to 
the point of death. Remain here and stay awake.” 

Mark 14:33-34 (CSB) 

Here is the scene: The disciples are with Jesus in the garden, he drops off everyone 
except Peter, James and John. This was his inner-circle of friends and disciples. We see 
Jesus’ humanity here. Feeling of deep distress and heart-ache. He was grieved. He was 
the “man of sorrow” from Isaiah 53. And we see in verse 35 why Jesus was feeling this 
way, why he was feeling deeply grieved & distressed.  



35 He went a little farther, fell to the ground, and prayed that if it were 
possible, the hour might pass from him. 36 And he said, “Abba, Father! 
All things are possible for you. Take this cup away from me. 
Nevertheless, not what I will, but what you will.”  

Mark 14:35-36 (CSB) 

This is the counter-narrative happening here. Peter was consumed with preserving 
himself in this moment, while Jesus was about to embark on the monumental task of 
eternal salvation for so many, for anyone who might believe in him.  

You see, Jesus knew what was about to happen to him. He was about to be betrayed 
by Judas, denied by Peter (one of his closest friends), arrested, tried and convicted, 
delivered over to be mocked, spit-upon, beaten and ultimately crucified. But there’s 
more than that taking place here. There is actually some really heavy lifting Jesus is 
doing.  

“Abba, Father! All things are possible for you. Take this cup away from me. Nevertheless, not what I will, 
but what you will.”  

Mark 14:36 (CSB) 
 
Jesus is saying if there is another way to accomplish this mission, can we? But 
ultimately, not what I want, but what you want Father. Notice that Jesus doesn’t want to 
abandon the mission, he just wants a different way. Gosh, we really catch a glimpse into 
Jesus’ humanity here. But here is the deal: The reason Jesus feels this way is yes, he’s 
about the die on a cross, but more than that, he’s about to drink the cup of God’s holy 
wrath towards sin. So, in the act of the cross, he became that passover lamb, he himself 
would endure the due payment for sin on our behalf. His death was not merely a 
sacrifice, though it very much was, but it was also the conduit to which God poured out 
his anger and wrath towards sin and evil. And instead of God repaying evil to the 
evildoers, Jesus stepped in to receive it for us.   

“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that we might 
become the righteousness of God.” 

2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV)  

What we see on display here is Jesus’ great love for us and choosing us in the most 
difficult moment of any human’s life.  

You see, God created us to know him intimately. But sin entered our world and marred 
and cursed everything that was good. Included our relationship with God and each 
other. Sin separates us. But Jesus is taking on the due payment for our sin towards God 



and each other so that we might be restored. And Jesus’ love for us and choosing us is 
mostly displayed in that last phrase: “Nevertheless, not what I will, but what you will”. 
This is the most beautiful picture of love.  

Guys — when we were not thinking about Jesus, he died for us. When we didn’t care 
anything about Jesus, he died for us. Before we were even born, Jesus died for us. 
When we couldn’t do right if our live depended on us, Jesus died for us. When we 
were denying Jesus, he was dying for us. In fact, Paul tells us in Romans 5:6-8:  

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly.7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God 
shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us.  

Romans 5:6-8, ESV 

Jesus chose us when we weren’t choosing him. Period. This is the story of the Bible, 
this is the heart of the gospel, Jesus loving and choosing us when we aren’t choosing 
him. But you know what is crazy about this story? It’s not over. You see, I think Peter was 
struggling to follow Jesus because he’d not yet seen the severity of the cross and the 
power of Jesus’ resurrection. He was trying to follow Jesus in the mess of everyday life, 
but with the cross and the resurrection. And as I’ve thought about that this week, I 
wonder how many of us are in that EXACT scenario. We’re trying to follow Jesus, a 
cross-less, powerless, resurrection-less Jesus. We’re trying to follow the Jesus of our 
liking, of our imagination. We’re trying to follow the teachings of Jesus without 
following the death of Jesus. We follow the “idea” of Jesus, but not the bloody, 
crucified Jesus.  

If you wouldn’t consider yourself a Christian, or maybe you’re exploring Christianity, I 
want you to see that Jesus loves you and wants you. And we’d love to talk with you 
more about following Jesus - not in a weird sales pitchy way. But genuinely, by people 
who’ve had their lives turned upside down by this Jesus.  

If you’d consider yourself a Christian, can I remind you that Jesus chose you. In his 
dying moments, he was thinking of you. He loved you to the end. AND can I remind 
you that he took your sin, dealt with it on the cross, took it to the grave and left it 
there. “It is finished.” Then in 3 days, he resurrected from the grave, and has given you 
that same resurrection power. In fact, after Jesus resurrected and ascended into heaven 
at the end of the gospel accounts, Peter the Denier becomes Peter the Proclaimer. The 
Peter who was cowering in the courtyard denying Jesus to a little girl is the same Peter 



just a few weeks/month later who is standing in front of the same court who 
determined to kill Jesus saying things like this:  

10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11 
This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has 
become the cornerstone. 12 And there is salvation in no one else, for 
there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we 
must be saved”  

Acts 4:10-12, ESV 
  
That’s a picture of what living into the reality that God has chosen us looks like. Total 
transformation!  


