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Sunday, June 13 

Good morning! Grab a Bible and open it up to Mark 14. If you are new to the Bible, no 
worries — all of the scripture that I reference will be on the screen! One thing before 
we dive in: we think belonging is a big deal, and if you are new to a church sometimes 
is hard to figure out how to get plugged in, so we want to make that as easy as 
possible! If you are new around here today we are hosting Starting Point right after the 
service. Starting Point is a 10 minute intro to our church; what we are about and how 
you can get plugged into community here. So, right when service is over if you will just 
stick around and move down front we will meet you right there! Cool? Okay. Let’s dive 
in!  

The great theologian and song-writer Katy Perry describes every single one our 
experiences of life with God well in her song called “Hot ‘N’ Cold” (not “and” cold; 
“n” cold). She says:  

“'Cause you're hot then you're cold 
You're yes then you're no 
You're in then you're out  
You're up then you're down 
You're wrong when it's right 
It's black and it's white 
We fight, we break up  
We kiss, we make up 
You don't really want to stay, no 
But you don't really want to go  
You're hot then you're cold 
You're yes then you're no  
You're in then you're out  

You're up then you're down”  
 
Now I don’t know about you but in my experience over the last 18 years of trying to 
hear God’s direction from the Bible, trust that it’s for my good, and obey it in all of life, 
there are not better lines than those lines to describe my experience. If you’re anything 
like me you have these moments of great soul-level clarity where its like, “Jesus and his 
kingdom are worth it, I’m giving it everything I got, I’m gonna tell everyone about the 
love of Jesus for them, I’m going read my Bible every day and pray my brains out,” you 
fill in the blank for you — “I’m never looking porn again, I’m going to cut off the 



unhealthy relationship that I know I shouldn’t be in, I’m going to be more careful with 
alcohol stuff — whatever it is — I’m going be the best Jesus-follower that has ever 
existed!” And then the next day comes, or the next week, and you blow it. You don’t 
follow through on the commitments you made before God. Or maybe you wouldn’t 
consider yourself a Christian and for you it's just like, “I try to be a better person and I 
just can’t get it together.” In the words of Katy Perry were hot then we’re cold, we’re 
yes and then no, we’re in then out, we’re up then we’re down. We’re all over the place.  

And in the middle of that we feel this question weighing down on us: how does God 
relate to us in our utter unreliability and flakyness? Well that’s what today’s passage is 
all about. What you will see today is that how this book of the Bible was written is 
incredible. And in some ways I want to show you a new way of reading the Bible a little 
more artfully. Mark’s gospel is not only a historically accurate, eye-witness account of 
Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, but it’s also a work of literary art, and today is a 
great example of that. Mark is weaving two plots, two stories, together to show us 
something about Jesus and ourselves. And if we were to boil this little section down 
into a main point it would be this: “In our flaky wishy-washyness, Jesus is completely 
committed to us.” So to show you this I want to show you how these two plots are 
woven together, and then we will back up and think about what it means for us as 
disciples of Jesus. So just a word before we begin: the front end is going to be really 
Bible heavy, so lean in, and then we will back up and talk about what it means for real 
life.  

Plot #1: The steady resolve of Jesus to love us and save us  
One of the themes in the gospel of Mark is that Jesus knows exactly where he is 
headed. He was born to die, and he is totally committed to it. Let me show you this:  

31 Then he began to teach them that it was necessary for the Son of 
Man to suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, 
and scribes, be killed, and rise after three days. 32 He spoke openly 
about this. Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  

Mark 8:31-32 (CSB) 

31 For he was teaching his disciples and telling them,“The Son of Man is 
going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after 
he is killed, he will rise three days later.” 32 But they did not understand 
this statement, and they were afraid to ask him.  

Mark 9:31-32 (CSB) 

33 “See, we are going up to Jerusalem. The Son of Man will be handed 
over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to 
death. Then they will hand him over to the Gentiles, 34 and they will 



mock him, spit on him, flog him, and kill him, and he will rise after three 
days.”  

Mark 9:31-32 (CSB) 

Over and over again, Jesus tells his disciples where he is headed. He is headed to a 
cross to die, and then he will defeat death by being raised from the dead. And now in 
our passage today we have arrived at the first trail where we get this insane glimpse 
into Jesus’ steady resolve, no matter the cost, to love us and save us through a death 
and a resurrection.  

53 They led Jesus away to the high priest, and all the chief priests, the 
elders, and the scribes assembled. 54 Peter followed him at a distance, 
right into the high priest’s courtyard. He was sitting with the servants, 
warming himself by the fire. 55 The chief priests and the whole 
Sanhedrin were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to death, 
but they could not find any. 56 For many were giving false testimony 
against him, and the testimonies did not agree. 57 Some stood up and 
gave false testimony against him, stating, 58 “We heard him say, ‘I will 
destroy this temple made with human hands, and in three days I will 
build another not made by hands.’ ” 59 Yet their testimony did not 
agree even on this.  

Mark 14:53-59 (CSB) 

So right here we are intended to see Jesus’ innocence. They had lined up a bunch of 
people to testify against Jesus but they couldn’t keep their lies straight. Now just think 
about this: all of these people had watched Jesus for years and they had nothing on 
him. He’s perfectly innocent. Now we see in verse 55 that the religious power brokers 
had actually already decided Jesus needed to die, so you can imagine how frustrated 
they were getting as their paid witnesses couldn’t keep their stories straight. So the big 
dog, the High Priest, takes over and shuts everyone up:   

60 Then the high priest stood up before them all and questioned Jesus, 
“Don’t you have an answer to what these men are testifying against 
you? ” 61 But he kept silent and did not answer. Again the high priest 
questioned him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One? 62 
“I am,” said Jesus, “and you will see the Son of Man seated at the 
right hand of Power and coming with the clouds of heaven.”  

Mark 14:60-62 (CSB) 

Now right here Jesus is actually giving the people what they need to send him to a 
cross. The only problem is, he is actually telling the truth.   



63 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “Why do we still need 
witnesses? 64 You have heard the blasphemy. What is your decision? ” 
They all condemned him as deserving death. 65 Then some began to 
spit on him, to blindfold him, and to beat him, saying, “Prophesy! ” The 
temple servants also took him and slapped him.  

Mark 14:63-65 (CSB) 

Okay, so we have an illegitimate trial with paid liars and false testimony, a total circus 
and power play. And in the middle of it we are supposed to see two things:  
1. Jesus’ Innocence: They can’t find a single thing on Jesus, and in fact he won’t even 

respond to the false accusations being made against them. He is silent.  
2. Jesus’ Control Over the Scene: This one is wild. If you watch how the scene plays 

out, the religious leaders think they are in control of Jesus, but it’s Jesus who is in 
control of them, bending their wickedness toward his redemptive plan. Remember 
the predictions we talked about: he’s been talking about this being the plan all 
along. They can’t find any legitimate reasons to crucify him, so he gives it to them. 
When the High Priest asks him if he is the Son of God, he respond "I am" and then 
he alludes to a prophecy from the Old Testament where he basically says to the 
Hight Priest, “Today I am standing before you being Judged, but there is a day 
when you will stand before me as I judge you.” And even more, remember back to 
two weeks ago when we talked about the last supper where Jesus taught us that he 
was the passover lamb who would be sacrificed so that we could escape the 
judgment of God and be set free. Well right here in this scene we have the High 
Priest on passover weekend preparing to sacrifice the passover lamb so that anyone 
who trust in him can be delivered from the judgement of God and set free! 

And all of this is to show us the steady resolve of Jesus to love us and save us. He 
would walk through hell to save us — false accusations, spit in his face, whips on his 
back — and all while perfectly innocent. Total commitment; Jesus is in. But then there 
is a second plot running alongside of this.  

Plot #2: Our unsteady, wishy-washy failure and idiocy 
While Jesus is busy achieving the salvation of the world, Peter is busy denying ever 
knowing the guy. This is the same Peter who a few verses ago told Jesus he would 
never deny him; he just folds like a cheap chair. he’s hot then he’s cold, he’s in then he’s 
out, he’s up then he’s down.   

66 While Peter was in the courtyard below, one of the high priest’s 
maidservants came. 67 When she saw Peter warming himself, she 
looked at him and said, “You also were with Jesus, the man from 
Nazareth.” 68 But he denied it: “I don’t know or understand what you’re 



talking about.” Then he went out to the entryway, and a rooster crowed. 
69 When the maidservant saw him again, she began to tell those 
standing nearby, “This man is one of them.”70 But again he denied it. 
After a little while those standing there said to Peter again, “You 
certainly are one of them, since you’re also a Galilean.” 71 Then he 
started to curse and swear, “I don’t know this man you’re talking 
about! ”72 Immediately a rooster crowed a second time, and Peter 
remembered when Jesus had spoken the word to him,“Before the 
rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down 
and wept.  

Mark 14:66-72 (CSB) 

Now these two stories are being interwoven between Jesus and Peter to show us how 
Jesus relates to our unsteady, wishy-washy failure and idiocy. So as we stop and step 
back and think about how this relates to us in real life there are three things I want you 
to see:  

1) Even in your moment of greatest failure, Jesus will never fail you.  
This is Peter’s greatest moment of failure. And we are supposed to see that while Peter 
was busy totally blowing, Jesus was busy loving him and saving him. So let’s just go 
there: in your minds eye what is your greatest failure? You can probably think of it 
pretty quickly. For most people it falls into one of three categories: sexual, relational, or 
religious. Sexual — a porn habit that you swear off every time you get done but then 
run back to. Any sexual activity outside of the covenant of marriage. Let’s talk about 
that; God doesn’t approve of that. Is it an affair that is hidden that you are in right now, 
that when you look back you will think, I am making the greatest mistake of my life 
right now but I don’t know the way out? Maybe its relational — you’ve wronged 
somebody and accused them of something they didn’t do and its destroying them; 
you’ve neglected your marriage because of work and its falling apart; you’ve destroyed 
your relationship with a family member through gossip; neglecting responsibility as a 
parent. Or religious — you’ve just run from God over and over and over again in your 
life. Now the temptation for us in that is to think that God will roll out on you; that He’s 
upset, annoyed, disappointed, angry. But this is where the Bible corrects how we 
understand God. In Peter’s greatest moment of failure, Jesus is busy loving him and 
dying for the sin of his denial.  And the greater point is probably if that’s true about our 
greatest failure, then it’s true in every single one of our little minute daily failures. In our 
failure, Jesus never fails us; he’s totally committed to us.  



2) When you are unsteady in your love and devotion to Jesus, Jesus is steady in his 
love and devotion to you.  
Peter, earlier in Mark 14, has this moment of passion where he says, “I will never deny 
you Jesus!” and then a little girl asks him “Hey don’t you know that guy?” and he 
freaks out and starts denying ever knowing him! And through Peter’s total unsteadiness 
in his love and devotion to Jesus, Jesus is totally steady in his love and devotion for 
Peter. While Peter was busy denying Jesus, Jesus was busy being devoted to him. So 
when you have a lapse in love and devotion to Jesus for a week or a year or a decade, 
you need to know that Jesus will never have a lapse in his steady love and devotion for 
you. I saw this observation the other day — when the people of God in Exodus wander 
around in the wilderness complaining and lacking faith God wanders with them for four 
decades. If you are wandering in the wilderness of doubt and you don’t even know if 
you believe this Jesus stuff anymore, he is right there with you and will be faithful to 
bring you back. For those who have turned and believed in Jesus there is never a 
moment in your life where he is not steady in his love and devotion to you. You know, 
we think God relates to us transactionally. But that’s not the deal; the deal is that God 
has made a covenant to love you forever and will do whatever it takes.   

3) When we are trapped in fear, Jesus is not.  
I think the real reason Peter denies Jesus is for fear of what will happen to him if he is 
identified as one of Jesus’ main guys. Fear of peoples opinions and reactions for 
identifying with Jesus causes him to stumble and deny. Guys, we live in a place in the 
world where it's not popular to align with Jesus, his church, his ethics, or his mission. 
And if you are living out your faith as a faithful disciple, sharing the good news of Jesus 
with people, making it known that you are Jesus people, you will stand in the shoes 
that Peter stood in. And you might fail because of fear. Let’s be honest, I’ve been there. 
But even when we are trapped in fear of people, Jesus isn’t. When we feel out of 
control, Jesus isn’t. When we feel flustered, Jesus isn’t.  

The point is that in our flaky, wishy-washyness, Jesus is completely committed to us. 
The cross is proof of that. He died for you. And if that’s true, then whatever you are 
walking through now, he won’t abandon you in either.  

Now, that is really comforting stuff. It’s the best news in the world. But the purpose of 
that news is not only to bring comfort but its to bring change in real life. So here is how 
this works in our real-life discipleship to Jesus as you learn this through real-life 
experience, that this is how faithful and committed Jesus is to you; when you live 
through hard things and somehow on the back end God proves Himself faithful over 
and over again (like He does), it leads to less failure and less unsteadyness and less 
fear. You change!  



Peter’s story after his failure is so interesting. He thinks his failure is the end. He actually 
goes back to his old job as a fisherman. The Jesus stuff was great but he doesn’t know 
if He believes it anymore and he had given up. And some of you are there; you’ve let 
the failures in the past or the doubts you wrestle with check you out of the game a little 
bit on Jesus. Like Peter, you’ve gone back to living your pre-Jesus life. Like Peter, you 
stopped believing that God can use you or speak to you like he used to in your past. 
But the story of Peter doesn’t end there. The resurrected Jesus comes and finds Peter 
while he is fishing. Jesus forgives Peter for his failure and restores him — and Peter 
becomes the first pastor of the first church that exists. And I just can’t help but think 
that if you are in that spot, this teaching is Jesus coming to you wanting to forgive you 
and restore you, saying “I’ve got plans for you life. There are things I want to use you 
to do that you might have given up hope in.” And the question is will you let him?  

So here is how we are going to end today — I’m going to put three prayer prompts up 
on the screen and I want you to choose one of them to think on and bring before God 
as we sing and take communion together:  

1. Do you have a sin or failure that is dominating you? Bring it before Jesus and ask 
him to deliver you from it.  

2. Are you frustrated with your unsteadiness in love and devotion to Jesus? Ask 
Jesus, who loves you and is devoted to you, to turn your unsteadyness into 
steadyness.  

3. Are you dominated by fear and anxiety?. Pray Philippians 4:6 Don’t worry about 
anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  


